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Marshall in a cause which came on before his own.
He now went up to Marshall and, explaining his
difficulty, offered him the five dollars which the ex-
actions of the first attorney still left him, and be-
sought his aid. With a humorous remark about
the power of a black coat and powdered wig
Marshall good-naturedly accepted the retainer.

The religious bent of the Chief Justice's mind is
illustrated in another story, which tells of his arriv-
ing toward the close of day at an inn in one of the
counties of Virginia, and falling in with some young
men who presently began ardently to debate the
question of the truth or falsity of the Christian
religion. From six until eleven o'clock the young
theologians argued keenly and ably on both sides
of the question. Finally one of the bolder spirits
exclaimed that it was impossible to overcome preju-
dices of long standing and, turning to the silent
visitor, asked: "Well, my old gentleman, what do
you think of these things?" To their amazement
the "old gentleman" replied for an hour in an
eloquent and convincing defense of the Christian
religion, in which he answered in order every objec-
tion the young men had uttered. So impressive
was the simplicity and loftiness of his discourse
that the erstwhile critics were completely silenced.